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Florida Lines 
Volume 30 Issue 1 February 2012 

FSGS Pioneer Descendants 
Certification Program 

Europeans came to Florida in 1513 starting with 
Juan Ponce de Leon’s arrival. Since that time, 
Florida has had a long history of immigration, 
including French and Spanish settlement during 
the 16th century, as well as entry of new Native 
American groups migrating from elsewhere in 
the South. Florida was under colonial rule by 
Spain and Great Britain during the 18th and 19th 
centuries before becoming a territory of the 
United States in 1822. On 3 March 1845 Florida 
was admitted to the Union as the 27th state. 

You’re wondering by now what this immigration 
has to do with the FSGS Florida Pioneer 
Descendants Certification Program. It shows 
how varied Florida descendants can be, whether 
their Pioneer ancestors came from French 
Huguenots, Spanish Conquistadors, Native 
American Seminoles and Creeks, or settlers from 
the surrounding states of Georgia, North and 
South Carolina, Alabama and Mississippi. 

The Florida State Genealogical Society’s Florida 
Pioneer Descendants Certification Program 
honors descendants of Florida pioneers. There 
are four types of certificates that can be awarded: 
State, County, Researcher, and Memorial.  

The State certificate is awarded to any person 
regardless of their place of residence who 
provides documentary proof establishing a solid 
chain of evidence that their ancestor settled in 
Florida (present boundaries) before the state was 
admitted to the Union on 3 March 1845. 

The County certificate is awarded to any person 
regardless of their place of residence who 
provides documentary proof establishing a solid 
chain of evidence that their ancestor settled in a 
Florida county (present boundary) before the 
county was formed. 

The Researcher certificate is awarded to any 
person regardless of their place of residence who 
has successfully completed research on behalf of 
a Descendant, to establish a new previously 
undocumented Pioneer. The researcher should 
not be a Descendant of the Pioneer, but may be 
eligible to receive a Descendant’s Certificate for 
a Pioneer in his or her own lineage. 
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The Memorial Pioneer certificate recognizes 
deceased lineal descendants of a Florida Pioneer for 
whom a FSGS Florida Pioneer Certificate, state or 
county, has been issued.  

Your first step in becoming a Florida Pioneer 
Descendant is to visit the Florida State Genealogical 
Society’s website (www.flsgs.org). Here, you will find 
detailed information on the program, research 
resources, and workbooks that will assist you in your 
Pioneer Descendant application.  
 

 

          Newsletter Change  

Societies are being transformed by technology—
particularly communication technology. In an effort 
to embrace that technology and enjoy the financial 
savings that it brings, the printed version of this 
newsletter is being discontinued. If you receive the 
printed version, we do not have an email address for 
you.  

To receive an electronic version of this newsletter, 
send your email address to 
membership@flsgs.org.  

If you do not have an email address, write to:  
Carlos Ruth, FSGS Membership Chairman 
2603 La Lique Circle 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33140-1416  

 

 

http://www.flsgs.org/
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President’s Letter 
By: Pamela J. Cooper 

Pay It Forward—Florida Societies Unite!  

Whether you are a part-time or full-time resident of 
Florida, everyone should give thanks to the researchers 
who have abstracted, transcribed, and published records in 
your ancestor’s geographic area. For many decades, 
genealogists at online websites such as RootsWeb, 
USGenWeb, FamilySearch, and genealogical and historical 
societies have willingly, graciously, and freely published 
records to help you in your research in every state, county 
and city. 

For example, did you get a chance to meet Jessie Paulk 
(http://segenealogyrecords.com/index.php), one of our 
vendors at the annual conference in November? It is 
amazing how many books he published on Florida, 
Georgia and Alabama. For the price of the books, he is not 
getting nearly enough recognition for all the work and 
miles and miles of walking through cemeteries to 
accomplish his task. He is, however, getting a great deal of 
satisfaction and pride. There are many people like him and 
you will not find their work online in our lifetime. We will 
always be able to find the books in libraries. They freely 
give of their own time to research on small and large 
projects in order to preserve our ancestor’s history and to 
help you! 

If you get a chance, watch the movie Pay It Forward. The 
theme in the story is about giving back to three people 
who in turn each give back to three people and the circle 
gets bigger as each person receives a gift. Family 
researchers and historians can do this in Florida. 

Members of Florida genealogy societies are from many 
places outside of our state. My roots are in the Midwest. I 
have lived in Florida more than two-thirds of my life. To 
respect the place where I live, I learned about Florida’s 
history. I was rewarded with a real Florida ancestor for my 
son who is a sixth generation Floridian through his father’s 
line. We had no idea this line existed until the research was 
done, because his father was also from the Midwest. 

I am asking every society and genealogist who lives in 
Florida to help collect, index, abstract, preserve, and 
protect all historical records of Florida. Many of you have 
no Florida ancestry, but who is doing the same work for 
you in your ancestor’s town? Let us all help Florida 
researchers and pay it forward to future generations and 
you will learn to love and respect the history of the state 
where you are now living.  

Look around in the local courthouse, cemeteries, and 
churches and see if any abstracting or indexing has been 
done. Consider developing new projects. Start small with 
just an index of the names. Share it with everyone so  
 

there is no duplication of effort. Register your project  
with FSGS at our website. If you need help or guidance, 
contact FSGS. 

The 500th anniversary of the landing of Ponce de Leon and 
the naming of La Florida will be 2013. Do you know any 
place else in the United States that can celebrate 500 years? 
Let us see if we can contribute in a big way by helping to 
make 500 years of Florida’s history available to everyone. 

Florida Society Liaisons 

Networking and Sharing Our Resources—there is no 
better way than having all genealogy societies working 
together. I am recommending that each society appoint a 
member of their society to be a liaison who can represent 
your society at the annual November FSGS conference. 
(We have a ribbon for you!) This person will report events 
and projects of your society at the Saturday luncheon. In 
return, they will report back at your meetings anything they 
learned from the lectures as well as other events and 
projects happening in Florida. Your society may want to 
put this into their bylaws. To encourage the liaison, I 
would recommend that each society pay their membership 
to FSGS and their conference registration. When you 
appoint the liaison, please provide FSGS with their name 
and email address. Do not use their personal email address. 
Set up an email address on your website such as 
liaison@flsgs.org . Send the information to our webmaster 
at webmaster@flsgs.org. 

Wanted: Florida Researchers 

We have many people in Florida who desire a Florida 
pioneer certificate, but have no research skill. In other 
cases, we receive questions requiring in depth research and 
we need someone to contact within your area. Can you 
submit an individual’s name that may be able to help at no 
charge? We will make a researchers list available on the 
FSGS website. Please send your name, address, email, and 
phone number (optional), along with the counties or areas 
in which you will perform on-site research, to our 
webmaster at webmaster@flsgs.org. 

The Best of Times: Family History + 
Technology!  

How do you like our new conference theme? Mark your 
calendar now for November  9 and 10, 2012 for the best 
conference ever on researching your family history! More 
details will follow soon. 

200th Anniversary—War of 1812 

Do you know of a burial site for a soldier of the War of 
1812 here in Florida? If so, please contact me at 
president@flsgs.org. Is your society learning about the 
War of 1812? What plans do you have to help celebrate 
this event?  

http://segenealogyrecords.com/index.php
mailto:webmaster@flsgs.org
mailto:webmaster@flsgs.org
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I want to express my sincere appreciation to FSGS 
members for electing me once again as President of your 
state society at the annual state conference in Orlando. 
I was your President from 1999-2003. I missed being a 
part of such a great organization. So, I am back and your 
society is in very good hands not because of me, but 
because of your new board. Take a look at their 
biographies. You will have to agree that we have a strong 
board that is anxious, excited, and enthusiastic about the 
future of FSGS. 

Our first meeting of the conference and pioneer 
committees came through with many exciting and new 
ideas. With this long list we are not sure where to start 
first. Enthusiasm ensures an exciting future for FSGS. You 
will hear from us through the monthly email that is written 
by our Public Relations Chair, Joanne Ryder, who is doing 
an excellent job of making sure everyone is aware of what 
FSGS is doing for you in a most positive way. Thank you 
Joanne.  

In addition, Pattie Schultz is doing an excellent job keeping 
us informed on Facebook. Please join us whenever you 
can and ask any questions from our members and other 
Florida researchers.  

Patti Martin is our new webmaster and she has been 
working very hard at making our website user friendly. I 
am happy to say that the following areas have been 
updated: 1) Florida pioneers to 2011; 2) Speaker’s bureau; 
3) Society addresses; 4) Awards and Scholarships; 5) 
Resources now includes cemetery records from St. 
Michael’s Cemetery in Pensacola and so much more. 
These are the best of times! 

We want to hear from you, please! Send us Florida stories 
for publication and let us know what your society is doing.  

War of 1812  

Did you know that a battle of 
the War of 1812 was fought 
off the east coast of Florida 
on April 29, 1814?  

The U.S.S. Peacock and the 
British brig of war Epervier 
(Sparrow Hawk) where within 
“pistol shot” just fifteen miles 

off the coast of the present day town of Sebastian, Indian 
River County, Florida.  

Very little damage was suffered by the Peacock, but the 
Epervier suffered a great loss. The full story was written by 
T. Frederick Davis and can be found in the Florida 
Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 16, April, 1938, Issue #4.  

Get to Know FSGS Officers and Chairs 

Meet President Pamela J. Cooper 

Pam has been the supervisor of the 
Archive Center and Genealogy De-
partment for the Indian River County 
Main Library in Vero Beach, Florida 
since 1986. She built the collection 
from 250 titles to over 30,000 titles.  

Since 1986, Pam has served as 
President, Editor, and Program Chair of 

the Indian River Genealogical Society. She has also served 
as Trustee, Vice-president, and held several committee 
chairs of the Florida State Genealogical Society. In 
addition, Pam has served as: 

 Director of the Federation of Genealogical Societies in 
1995-1998 

 Director of the Florida Historical Society in 1997-1999 

 President of the Florida State Genealogical Society 
1999-2003 

 National Conference Co-chair (with her husband) of 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies 2003 National 
Conference, which was held in Orlando 

Pam is the recipient of the following awards: 

 2000 Filby Prize for Genealogical Librarianship 
awarded by the National Genealogical Society 

 2003 Award of Merit awarded by the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies 

 2007 Laurel Award for Professional Leadership 
awarded by Indian River County  

Pam is a teacher and lecturer on genealogy at local, state, 
and national levels as well as a published author. 

 Meet Vice President Clyde Stickney 

Clyde P. Stickney grew up in Key 
West, Florida, where his family has 
lived since his great-great-
grandfather, a Florida State Pioneer, 
shipwrecked in the late 1830s. His 
genealogy roots trace to the Bahamas 
and Barbados. Clyde has served on 
the Florida Pioneer Committee for 

the last two years. He is president of the Halifax 
Genealogical Society in Ormond Beach for 2012.  

Clyde received undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
accounting from Florida State University. He spent his 
professional career in academics, retiring in 2003 as The 
Signal Companies Professor of Management Emeritus 
from the Tuck School of Business, Dartmouth College.  

Clyde and his wife Kathy, also an avid genealogist, live in 
Ormond Beach, Florida.  
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Meet Webmaster Patricia Thomas Martin 

Born in Anniston, Alabama, Patti moved to Pompano Beach, Florida, while she was in high school. 
While attending Florida Bible College, Hollywood, Florida, she met and later married William 
Thomas Martin III (eight generation native Floridian) in Miami, Florida. After receiving a BA in 
History, Patti became a teacher. She retired from teaching in 2009, and she and Tom split their time 
between Orlando, Florida and Blue Ridge, Georgia.  

Tom and Patti started collecting genealogy information on their families about 1981. In 1986 they 
joined the FSGS and Patti researched and received a Pioneer Certificate for one of Tom’s ancestors, 
John Carroll Houston, for which she has also received a Pioneer Researcher’s Certificate.  

In October, 1988, they connected with other local researchers while at the Miami-Dade Public Library and joined the 
Genealogical Society of Greater Miami, Inc. (GSGM). Patti completed three terms as GSGM President, a term as First Vice-
President, and edited The Heritage quarterly.  

Working with her husband, Patti indexed the Daily Illustrated Tabloid and served as co-editor for GSGM’s The Heritage and 
FSGS’s The Florida Genealogist. Patti and Tom are actively publishing resource materials for Florida and Alabama, including the 
multi-volume The Gadsden Times Abstracts (Etowah County, Alabama).  

In addition, Patti has taught adult-education genealogy courses at Coral Gables High School and genealogy/ computer courses 
at Miami-Dade Community College, the South Florida Historical Society and the Miami-Dade Public Library.  

Patti is currently the FSGS webmaster after serving several years as Director and then Secretary. 

Meet Award & Scholarships Chair 
Carol Anderson 

Carol was the proud recipient of the 
2011 Charlotte Freels Duvall/FSGS 
Librarian Scholarship, which she plans 
to use to attend the National 
Genealogical Society Conference in 
Cincinnati in May. 

Carol was born in Baltimore, raised in 
Pennsylvania and Indiana, and lived in 
Kentucky for 10 years before moving to 

Lake County, Florida. She holds a Master’s Degree in 
Education and a Master’s in Library and Information 
Science.  

Carol and her husband, Norman, celebrated their 38th 
wedding anniversary last October. She retired in 2003 after 
teaching school for 30 years and began working for the 
Leesburg Public Library, where she was promoted to 
Adult Services Supervisor in 2010. Along with her other 
responsibilities, Carol is responsible for the Genealogy and 
Local History collection. She teaches genealogy classes at 
the library, assists individuals and groups with research, 
coordinates the library’s annual Genealogy After Hours 
event, works with the Kinseekers Genealogy Society, local 
lineage groups, and the Leesburg Heritage Society and 
Historical Museum as liaison to the library. 

 

Meet Trustee Cindy Hineman 

Cindy Hineman retired in January 
2001 after a 35-year career in the 
telecommunications industry. Not 
long for the retirement frame of 
mind, she decided to pursue her 
love of people and their stories. 

Through the pursuit of that passion in the fall of 2001, she 
became a Certified Affiliate of Denis Ledoux, author of 
Turning Memories into Memoirs, A Handbook for 
Writing Lifestories. Subsequently, one day in early 2002, 
Cindy went to a program on oral history presented by the 
Indian River Genealogical Society (IRGS) in Vero Beach, 
Florida. She soon discovered the way to complete family 
history perpetuation is through genealogy!  

In her quest for genealogical education Cindy enjoys 
attending local, state and national conferences, institutes, 
workshops, and seminars on various genealogy topics. Ms. 
Hineman is also well known in genealogical circles as a 
motivational lecturer and educator to those who are new 
to researching their family history. She maintains current 
memberships in the following organizations: 

 Indian River Genealogical Society  
(Past President and Annual Seminar Chair) 

 The Genealogical Society of Palm Beach County  

 Florida State Genealogical Society  
(Past State Conference Chair 2009 and 2010) 

 National Genealogy Society 

 Beaver County (PA) Gene. and Hist. Society 

 Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) 

 



© February 2012–The Florida State Genealogical Society, Inc. 5 www.flsgs.org 

Meet Public Relations/Publicity Chair 
Joanne Daerr Ryder 

Joanne has been involved in genea-
logy for many years…but, as with 
most of us, during her working years, 
research was intermittent at best.  

Joanne served as President of the 
Charlotte County Genealogical 

Society in 2002 and 2003 and was Editor of their 
newsletter, Geneagram, for ten years. She began teaching 
basic genealogy in 2002 and also taught Genealogy on the 
Internet at Edison College through the Learning in 
Retirement program.  

She was awarded the FSGS Genealogy Outstanding 
Achievement Award in 2004. In 2005, she received the 
Charlotte County society’s Patricia A. Owen Award for 
Leadership; in 2011, the CCGS William E. Christian 
Award for Communications. Joanne serves as Public 
Relations Chair for the Florida State Genealogical Society. 
She is Education Chair for 2011-2012 for CCGS. 

In the fall of 2006, Joanne sought to form an organization 
for those who were researching Germanic genealogy. The 
result is the Southwest Florida Germanic Genealogy 
Society of which she is president. This society meets five 
times a year and now holds an annual seminar with a noted 
speaker for German genealogists.  

Joanne has presented numerous genealogy programs to 
societies in SW Florida. She presents a series of German 
genealogy lectures for the Charlotte County library system, 
Basic Genealogy for the genealogy society and Genealogy 
on the Internet for the Cultural Center of Charlotte 
County. Joanne was a speaker at the FSGS Annual 
Conference in 2010 in Sarasota. 

Meet The Florida Genealogist Editor  
Cori Downing 

While Cori wasn't born in Florida, she 
is almost a lifelong resident and is 
married to a bona fide Floridian. In 
1994 genealogy became a passion when 
a chance meeting put Cori face-to-face 
with a family with the same name as her 
maiden name, a very uncommon last 
name. Digging into what few records 
her father had about his family's 

history, Cori discovered the link between the two families 
and was hooked on genealogy after that. 

Writing and editing have been longtime activities for Cori. 
She takes great pleasure and satisfaction in helping people 
tell their story. Combining genealogy and editing as editor 
of The Florida Genealogist is the perfect fit for Cori and 
allows her to contribute to the genealogical community. 

Meet Trustee C. Ann Staley 

Ann Staley, CG, CGL, is an instructor, 
consultant, trip leader, and a lecturer 
at local, state and national 
conferences. Raised in Mobile, 
Alabama, Ann has been researching 
her family since 1980 from Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Virginia to France, 
England, and Germany. 

She is the Education Chairman and 
Webmaster for the Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc.; 
the Vice-President of the Genealogical Speakers Guild; on 
the faculty of The National Institute for Genealogical 
Studies; and an associate of the Board for Certification of 
Genealogists since 2000. Ann is also the compiler of the 
Jacksonville Genealogical Society, Inc. Quarterly Full 
Name Index, Volumes 1 through 4, 1973 through 1976. 

She has studied at the National Institute on Genealogical 
Research (NIGR) in Washington, D.C.; the Institute of 
Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) at Samford 
University in Birmingham, Alabama; and the Salt Lake 
Institute of Genealogy in Salt Lake City, Utah. She has also 
been a faculty member of the IGHR. 

Her specialties are Methodology, Research Sources, 
Computer Resources, Vital Records and their Sources, 
Conference Planning, and Assisted Research Trips to the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Ann is a member of the National Genealogical Society, 
Association of Professional Genealogists, Genealogical 
Speakers Guild, Florida State Genealogical Society, and the 
Jacksonville [FL] Genealogical Society, Inc. 

Meet Trustee J. Douglas Burnett  

A resident of Florida since the 
1963, Doug has lived in Satellite 
Beach since 1967. Doug became 
interested in family history and 
genealogy in the mid 90’s and it 
has been a consuming passion 

since then. As well as FSGS, Doug is a member of the 
National Genealogical Society, the Virginia Genealogical 
Society (VGS), several local societies, Association of 
Professional Genealogists (APG), and the Florida Chapter 
of the APG. Currently, Doug serves on the board of 
directors for the Genealogical Society of South Brevard.  

Since retirement Doug has been attending a national 
conference each year as well as a number of state 
conferences. He has attended the Virginia Institute of 
Genealogical Research in Richmond, Virginia, the Samford 
Institute for Genealogical and Historical Research in 
Birmingham, Alabama, as well as numerous regional and 
state seminars. 
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Doug has traveled extensively to do onsite research in the 
southeastern US as well as England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
His concentration has been in the state of Virginia.  

Doug is a graduate of Virginia Tech and the University of 
Florida and he has spent a combined 40 years in the 
United States Air Force and working for the United States 
Navy at Cape Canaveral AFS. Doug retired in 2003 as 
Chief Engineer for the Naval Ordnance Test Unit. 

Meet Publications Chair Marlis Glaser 
Humphrey 

Marlis is the industry’s foremost 
expert on next generation family 
history publishing. She has applied 
her 20+ years of experience in 
broadband communications, 
technology, marketing, and strategic 
planning to the genealogy world. Not 
only a successful researcher, Marlis 
has approached genealogy with a 

unique perspective on how advances in multimedia 
applications can enrich our sharing of family history and 
presented her ideas and methods locally and international-
ly. Her daughter is a member of the DAR and the 
Mayflower Society. 

Marlis is a member of the Board of Directors and Projects 
Coordinator for the Ukraine-SIG, Vice President of 
Programs and Publicity for the Jewish Genealogical 
Society of Greater Orlando (JGSGO), Publications 
Committee Chair for the Florida State Genealogical 
Society (FSGS), and a member of the International 
Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies (IAJGS) 
Membership Development Committee responsible for the 
Southeastern U.S. Region. Marlis is a member of the 
National Genealogical Society (NGS), the Association of 
Professional Genealogists (APG), the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies (FGS), the Indian River 
Genealogical Society (IRGS), and Litvak SIG. She has 
prior not-for-profit board experience as past Chairman of 
The ATM Forum, an international consortium of more 
than 900 high-tech companies. Marlis holds a B.A. in 
Russian and an M.S. in Management of Technology. 

Preparing Beginner Presentations 
In response to a question about preparing presentation for 
beginners, Tom Jones, CG, CGL, FASG, offered the following 
observations.  

Almost everyone undertaking genealogy is motivated 
at least partially by legacy, the desire to leave a written 
record of ancestry for their family's younger and 
future generations. Most new genealogists today 
begin by harvesting others' research published online 
and in print. The more savvy also gather information 
from unpublished records. Future generations of 
beginners' families can do that same research, 
however. Those future generations might not, 
however, be able to collect and record irreplaceable 
raw data available today.  

Two areas should be the highest priority for all 
genealogists seeking to leave a useful product for 
future generations: (1) seek far and wide your family's 
traditions, oral history, and artifacts, record them, and 
circulate the results widely; and (2) obtain as many 
DNA samples as you can afford and have them 
included in Y-chromosome, full-sequence 
mitochondrial and autosomal databases.  

There is some urgency in doing both, as relatives with 
useful DNA and knowledge of oral history will not 
live forever. Family historians today and in the future 
may benefit immeasurably from these activities, much 
more than they will benefit from compilations of 
readily available material.  

Beginners' oral history and DNA activities also can 
establish broad networks with others interested in the 
beginner's family's history, leading to collaborative 
research and increasing the likelihood of obtaining 
accurate information, including difficult-to-obtain 
results.  

If I had just one shot to influence beginning 
genealogists, I would emphasize oral history, DNA, 
and networking (including society membership). I 
also would touch on indexing activities (another very 
useful legacy), and all this before introducing 
documentary research and what it can yield. 

While you weren’t looking…A new gravestone website was developing… 

BillionGraves (www.billiongraves.com)—a cemetery recording website—has been up and 
running for a while now. The interesting aspect of this endeavor is that it uses technology to split 
the task of recording cemeteries. People who have smart phones or tablets can go through a 
cemetery and use built-in device cameras to take gravestone photographs and the BillionGraves 
app to upload pictures to the BillionGraves website. Website users can see the photographs and 
transcribe what’s on the gravestone to create a searchable index.  

Everybody can search for gravestones and anyone can get involved. You can join BillionGraves, which is free, and start taking 
pictures or transcribing immediately. So, if you’ve been looking for a painless way to contribute, BillionGraves might be just 
the project for you.  

http://www.billiongraves.com/
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Bay County Genealogical Society 
Spring Seminar 10 March 2012 

The society is hosting a seminar with George G. Morgan 
as the featured speaker. Morgan will be presenting the 
following topics: Bring 'Em Back to Life, Push and Pull, The 
Genealogist as CSI, and Genealogy Orienteering. Topic details 
are available at Morgan's website (www.ahaseminars.com). 

The date of this event is 10 March 2012 at the Marina 
Civic Center in Panama City, Florida. For additional 
information, see Bay County Genealogical Society website 
(www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar) or contact 
Suzanne at suzshay@bellsouth.net or Diana at 
dbcochran@bellsouth.net  

Part Two: Jewish Genealogical 

Society of Tampa Bay 2012 Guide to 
Jewish Genealogical Research 
On March 11, 2012, the second part of two presentations 
will be presented at 2:00 p.m. at Gulf Coast Jewish Family 
Services, 14041 Icot Blvd., Clearwater, Florida. 
Registration will be held at 1:30 p.m. A seminar booklet 
summarizing all the material to be presented will be 
provided and will be essential for those able to attend only 
one of the two sessions. 

This seminar will focus on developing the proper 
approaches and applying the necessary tools, techniques 
and short cuts to most effectively connect you with your 
ancestors in the old country. Internet resources as well as 
local non-internet resources will be emphasized to enable 
the beginner to discover his or her family history as well as 
facilitate the experienced researcher in resolving “brick 
wall” problems. This seminar is an extensive revision of 
the presentation given two years ago; new genealogical 
resources and new databases will be demonstrated and all 
Internet links and sites have been updated. 

Dr. Emil H. Isaacson will lead the seminar. Dr. Isaacson 
has 28 years of experience in genealogy and has researched 
his ancestral roots back seven generations to the late 
1700’s in Europe. He will share his successful and 
sometimes unsuccessful techniques.  

The course is free to current members of the Jewish 
Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay. A one-year family 
membership will be included in the $25 course fee for 
non-members. An additional $10.00 fee will be charged for 
seminar materials to defray printing costs. 

To pre-register for the class, for further information on the 
organization, or for directions to the meeting, call Sally 
Israel at 727-343-1652. 

 

Halifax Genealogical Society 
Presentation Schedule  
 8 March: Lawrence Kirkwood presents Using Court 

Records. Kirkwood is a retired circuit court judge as well 
as past president of the Central Florida Genealogical 
Society and the Florida State Genealogical Society.  

 12 April: Paul Enchelmeyer presents How to Be a Perfect 
Ancestor.  

 10 May: George G. Morgan presents Bits about Obits.  

For more information on these meetings, visit the society 
website (rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/Halifax_ 
Genealogical_Society/Home.html).  

Southwest Florida Germanic 
Genealogy Society 

3 March Meeting: 10:30 a.m. at the Mid-County Regional 
Library, Room C 2050, Forrest Nelson Blvd., Port 
Charlotte, Florida. Our guest speaker is member Werner 
Ropers, presenting the Map Guide to German Parish 
Registers…based on a series of books by Kevin Hansen 
(still in process) designed to make German records easier 
to access.  

10 March German Seminar: Award-winning freelance 
writer and speaker Leslie Albrecht Huber has written 
nearly one hundred articles that have appeared in over 
twenty different publications. Her articles and essays have 
won first place in both national family history writing 
contests. Leslie’s first book, The Journey Takers, has been 
her project-in-the-making for nearly ten years. The 
narrative nonfiction book represents thousands of hours 
of research in libraries and archives across the country and 
the world. Leslie visited her ancestors’ hometowns in 
Germany, Sweden, and England, and followed in their 
footsteps across the Oregon Trail to Utah. Leslie has a 
Bachelor’s degree in History and a Master’s of Public 
Affairs. She has worked as a professional genealogist, 
tracing German families, both for a large company and 
through her own business.  

This event is from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Faith 
Lutheran Church, 4005 Palm Drive, Punta Gorda, Florida. 
Lectures to include: 

 Online Sources for Western European Research 

  Jumping Over Hurdles in German Research 

 Getting the Most Out of FamilySearch.org 

 Eight Ways to Cross the Ocean 

$30.00 SWFLGG Members or $35.00 Non-Members 

Pre-registration required! No Walk-ins. Registration by 
March 5, 2012 includes buffet lunch. 

 

http://www.ahaseminars.com/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flbcgs/seminar
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/Halifax_Genealogical_Society/Home.html
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~flhgs/Halifax_Genealogical_Society/Home.html
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Florida Envelopes from the War of 1861-1865 
By: James R. Miller  

An envelope sent during the War of 1861-1865 lets us glimpse a soldier's wartime experience and handwriting, and provides 
vivid evidence of military service. Old envelopes in postal history collections are a largely untapped source of genealogical 
information. This article presents six envelopes from Florida found in philatelic auction catalogs, with basic genealogical data 
on the senders and recipients, when available, to introduce the philatelic genealogy website and database Philgen.org. Source 
notes for each envelope are available from the FSGS website (www.flsgs.org/files.php) and on Philgen.org (philgen.org). 

Philgen.org was launched in March 2009 to begin building a digital archive of envelope and postcard images with genealogical 
value and to promote an exchange between postal historians, postcard collectors, and genealogists. The site has grown to 
1,600 envelope and postcard photographs, used with their owner's permission, accompanied by U.S. census or similar details 
on the senders and recipients. As with any source of genealogical information, postcards and envelopes must be studied in 
combination with other sources before reaching a conclusion.  

Acknowledgments: The author thanks Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries and Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions for the use 
of photographs, the genealogists who posted online family trees and responded to email and message board queries, and Lisa 
Birsinger for database and website support.  

 

Figure 1 1864 “Prisoner's Letter” from Elmira, New York via 
Richmond, Virginia to Orange Spring, Florida with sender's name and 
regiment (Photograph courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, 
Sale 1011, Lot 1738) 

 

Miss Eliza W. Devall of Orange Spring, Florida received a 
“Prisoners Letter” from Elmira, New York that traveled via 
Richmond, Virginia in 1864. The envelope has “Devall of Jeff 
Davis Artillery, Pages Batt[alion]” and “per Flag of Truce” 
written on it. Eliza W. and John W. Devall, apparently sister and 
brother, are in Palatka, Florida with their apparent father James 
O. Devall in the 1860 U.S. census. John W. Devall served as a 
private with the Jeff Davis Artillery, an Alabama regiment, was 
taken prisoner at the Battle of the Wilderness on 5 May 1864, 
and imprisoned in Elmira until 16 June 1865. James O. Devall's 
residence is shown as Orange Spring on his 1865 Presidential 
pardon application. Eliza W. Devall married Calvin Gillis in 
Putnam County, Florida (where Palatka is the county seat) on 6 
January 1868, and John W. Devall married Mary Gillis in Putnam 
County on 18 August 1870 and he lived in Palatka until 1898. 
This envelope, which probably passed through the flag-of-truce 
exchange between Fortress Monroe and Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia, and Figures 2, 3, and 6 are from philatelic auction 
catalogs from which Philgen.org has permission to use 
photographs. 

 

Figure 2: Circa 1864 “Flag of Truce” envelope to Centreville, Florida 
with Richmond, Virginia postmark and C.S.A. stamp showing Jefferson 
Davis (Photograph courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Sale 
950, Lot 2966) 

Miss Sarah Cromartie of Centreville, Leon County, Florida 
received an envelope “Via Flag of Truce” postmarked in 
Richmond, Virginia circa 1864. Sarah and John A. Cromartie, 
apparently sister and brother, and R.N. Gardner, a physician, are 
in Leon County in the 1860 U.S. census. John A. Cromartie and 
Richmond N. Gardner served as private and captain with the 5th 
Florida Infantry and both were captured, and Gardner was 
wounded, in July 1863 at the Battle of Gettysburg. Sarah E. 
Cromartie married Richmond N. Gardner on 18 May 1865, and 
John A. Cromartie married Annie E. Blake on 17 May 1867. This 
envelope, which was probably sent to Sarah E. Cromartie by her 
brother or her future husband, has a Confederate States of 
America (C.S.A.) stamp showing Jefferson Davis. 

 

http://philgen.org/
http://www.flsgs.org/files.php
http://philgen.org/
http://philgen.org/
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Figure 3: 1862 envelope to Gainesville, Florida with Chattanooga, 
Tennessee postmark and two C.S.A. stamps showing Jefferson Davis 
(Photograph courtesy of Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Sale 940, 
Lot 382)  
 

Mrs. James Young of Gainesville, Florida received an envelope 
postmarked on 20 June 1862 in Chattanooga, Tennessee. An 
Ann E. (apparently Mrs. James) Young is in Gainesville in the 
1860 U.S. census. James Young served as a private in the 7th 
Florida Infantry, and this regiment was in Kentucky and 
Tennessee in the summer of 1862. James Young died of disease 
on 27 September 1862 in Frankfort, Kentucky, and Ann E. 
Young filed papers as his widow. The envelope has two C.S.A. 
stamps showing Jefferson Davis. 

 

Figure 4: 1861 envelope from Pensacola, Florida to Apalachicola, 
Florida with sender's name and regiment and illustration of an eleven-
star C.S.A. flag over a tent and two C.S.A. stamps showing Jefferson 
Davis (Photograph courtesy of Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, 
Sale 34, Lot 3053)  
 

Thomas Orman of Apalachicola, Florida received an envelope 
postmarked in Pensacola, Florida on 11 November 1861. “W.T. 
Orman, 1st Lieu[tenan]t” is written and “1st Florida Regiment” 
is printed on the envelope. A Thomas and Sarah Orman and 
their son William T. Orman are in Franklin County (where 
Apalachicola is the county seat) in the 1850 and 1870 U.S. 
censuses. William T. Orman served as a lieutenant with the 1st 
Florida Infantry, and this regiment was in Escambia County 
(where Pensacola is the county seat) in October 1861 at the 
Battle of Santa Rosa Island. William T. Orman married Annie V. 
Smith on 23 May 1866. The envelope, which has an illustration 
of an eleven-star C.S.A. flag over a tent and two C.S.A. stamps, 
was printed by “T.S. Reynolds, Atlanta, Ga.” A Thomas S. 
Reynolds, printer, is in Atlanta in the 1860 U.S. census. This 
envelope and Figure 5 are from other philatelic auction catalogs 
from which Philgen.org has permission to use photographs. 

 

Figure 5: 1865 “Prisoner's Letter” from Johnson's Island, Sandusky, 
Ohio to Tallahassee, Florida with sender's name (Photograph courtesy 
of Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions, Sale 25, Lot 1627) 

Mrs. B.W. Burroughs of Tallahassee, Florida received a 
“Prisoners Letter” from Johnson's Island, Ohio that passed 
through the Fortress Monroe exchange point and was post-
marked on 1? February 1865 in Richmond. The envelope was 
sent by “Capt[ain] B. W. Burroughs, Pris[oner] of War. 
A Sarah Galphin is in Tallahassee in the 1860 U.S. census, and 
she married Benjamin M. Burroughs on 16 June 1863 in Leon 
County (where Tallahassee is the county seat). Benjamin M. 
Burroughs served as a captain with the 1st Florida Cavalry, was 
captured on 25 November 1863 at the Battle of Missionary 
Ridge, and imprisoned at Johnson's Island, Sandusky, Ohio. He 
survived the war and lived until 1903. This envelope was sold at 
auction with an original letter. 
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Facebook Update 

The FSGS Facebook group page is clicking right 
along…pun intended. The group includes 183 members. 
Some group members are members of FSGS while others 
are not.  

Pattie Schultz continues to post genealogy-related news for 
Florida. If there’s an event happening in Florida and it’s 
been advertised, Pattie has probably posted a link for it.  

If you’ve missed Sharon Tate-Moody’s column in the 
Sunday newspaper, check the FSGS Facebook page. Pattie 
frequently posts the link to Sharon’s column early on most 
Sunday mornings. 

Group members have started posting meeting announce-
ments, asking questions, and announcing sales (two 
African-American surnames searched for the price of one 
in honor of Black History month).  

If you want to get in on the fun, you need a Facebook 
account. It’s easy and free to establish an account. Just 
remember to limit the info you put in your profile 
(privacy). After you have a Facebook account, you can join 
this active group and keep abreast of happenings in 
Florida.  

 

New Members 

Robert W. Ashmore 

Sharon Babcock 

Becky Berlin 

John Cooley 

James W. Curtis 

Alarm Clock Doc 

Roberta V. English 

Marlis Humphrey 

Dorothy C. Kelly 

Laurens County Library 

Yolanda Lifter 

Raymond Meuse 

Sara Perkins 

Ted Reich  

Theresa Segers 

Linda Skillman-Mitchell  

Thomas Luke Williams, III 

FSGS Membership Application  

Membership is open to individuals, institutions, libraries, 
and societies. The membership year is from January 1st 
through December 31st. If renewal dues are not received 
by February 15th, the member’s name will be removed 
from the membership rolls. Genealogical societies of 
Florida receive honorary memberships.  

Date: _________________________________  

____ New Membership or ____ Renewal Membership 

Miss/Mrs/Ms/Mr: _________ 

Name:  _________________________________ 

Name of Additional Member(s) at same Address:  

___________________________________________ 

Street: _________________________________ 

County: _________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ 

State:  _________________________________ 

Zip + 4:  _________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________________________ 

Email:  _________________________________ 

Please enclose a SASE to receive a membership card. 

Make check or money order payable to FSGS. 

 Individual: $25 

 Each additional member, same address: $5 

 Institution, Library, out-of-state Society: $25 

Mail your completed form and payment to:  

Carlos Ruth, FSGS Membership Chairman 
2603 La Lique Circle 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33140-1416 

  

Member Address Corrections  

Please send any corrections or address changes to: 

Carlos Ruth, FSGS Membership Chairman 
2603 La Lique Circle 
Palm Beach Gardens, Florida 33140-1416 

Society Liaison Update  

To get regular updates and publications from FSGS, make 
sure that we have the latest contact information for your 
society’s liaison. Please report changes to Joanne Ryder at 
ryder.joanne@gmail.com. 
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